Document 3

The Night of the Long Knives 1934: Hitler and the Nazi barons
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Knives.

Night of the Long Knives

By 1934 Adolf Hitler appeared to have complete control over Germany, but like most dictators, he constantly feared that he might be ousted by others who wanted his power. To protect himself from a possible coup, Hitler used the tactic of divide and rule and encouraged other leaders such as Hermann Goering, Joseph Goebbels, Heinrich Himmler and Ernst Roehm to compete with each other for senior positions. 

One of the consequences of this policy was that these men developed a dislike for each other. Roehm was particularly hated because as leader of the Sturm Abteilung (SA) he had tremendous power and had the potential to remove any one of his competitors. Goering and Himmler asked Reinhard Heydrich to assemble a dossier on Roehm. Heydrich, who also feared him, manufactured evidence that suggested that Roehm had been paid 12 million marks by the French to overthrow Hitler.

Hitler liked Ernst Roehm and initially refused to believe the dossier provided by Heydrich. Roehm had been one of his first supporters and, without his ability to obtain army funds in the early days of the movement, it is unlikely that the Nazis would have ever become established. The SA under Roehm's leadership had also played a vital role in destroying the opposition during the elections of 1932 and 1933.

However, Adolf Hitler had his own reasons for wanting Roehm removed. Powerful supporters of Hitler had been complaining about Roehm for some time. Generals were afraid that the Sturm Abteilung (SA), a force of over 3 million men, would absorb the much smaller German Army into its ranks and Roehm would become its overall leader.

Industrialists such as Albert Voegler, Gustav Krupp, Alfried Krupp, Fritz Thyssen and Emile Kirdorf, who had provided the funds for the Nazi victory, were unhappy with Roehm's socialistic views on the economy and his claims that the real revolution had still to take place. Many people in the party also disapproved of the fact that Roehm and many other leaders of the SA were homosexuals. 

Adolf Hitler was also aware that Roehm and the SA had the power to remove him. Hermann Goering and Heinrich Himmler played on this fear by constantly feeding him with new information on Roehm's proposed coup. Their masterstroke was to claim that Gregor Strasser, whom Hitler hated, was part of the planned conspiracy against him. With this news Hitler ordered all the SA leaders to attend a meeting in the Hanselbauer Hotel in Wiesse.

Meanwhile Goering and Himmler were drawing up a list of people outside the SA that they wanted killed. The list included Strasser, Kurt von Schleicher, Hitler's predecessor as chancellor, and Gustav von Kahr, who crushed the Beer Hall Putsch in 1923.

On 29th June, 1934. Hitler, accompanied by the Schutzstaffel (SS), arrived at Wiesse, where he personally arrested Ernst Roehm. During the next 24 hours 200 other senior SA officers were arrested on the way to Wiesse. Many were shot as soon as they were captured but Hitler decided to pardon Roehm because of his past services to the movement. However, after much pressure from Hermann Goering and Heinrich Himmler, Hitler agreed that Roehm should die. At first Hitler insisted that Roehm should be allowed to commit suicide but, when he refused, Roehm was shot by two SS men.

DOCUMENT 2
The Reichstag Fire and the Enabling Act of March 23, 1933 
On his first day (Jan. 30, 1933) as chancellor of Germany, Adolf Hitler convinced German President Paul von Hindenburg that the Reichstag (parliament) must be dissolved. New elections were scheduled for March 5; meanwhile, Hitler continued meetings with industrialists and military leaders to discuss plans to rebuild Germany’s military might. Krupp AG and IG Farben, in particular, donated millions of marks to the Nazi Party for the new elections.  
On the night of Feb. 27, 1933 the Reichstag building was set on fire. At the urging of Hitler, Hindenburg responded the next day by issuing an emergency decree “for the Protection of the people and the State,” which stated: “Restrictions on personal liberty, on the right of free expression of opinion, including freedom of the press; on the rights of assembly and association; and violations of the privacy of postal, telegraphic and telephonic communications and warrants for house searches, orders for confiscations as well as restrictions on property, are also permissible beyond the legal limits otherwise prescribed.”

The Nazis immediately used the decree to intensify their attacks on their political opponents, especially the communists. Although the Nazi Party failed to win a majority in the March 5 elections, Hitler was able to push through the Enabling Act (officially, “Law for Removing the Distress of the People and the Reich”) on March 23. With 441 votes for and 84 against (the Social Democrats) the act officially recognized Hitler as Germany’s dictator and abolished democracy.

After 74 years, the question of who actually started the Reichstag fire is still debated. Nevertheless, most historians believe that Nazis were involved either directly or through instigation—what would now be called a false flag operation—in order to blame the communists and garner public support for their programs. And it didn’t take them long to start finding scapegoats. Along with rounding up communists, leftist intellectuals, and labor leaders, on April 1 the Nazis began the boycott of Jewish businesses and the official persecution of Jews.
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DOCUMENT 6
Kristallnacht- “Night of Broken Glass”, November 1938
Hershel Grynszpan was a 17-year old student living in Paris.2 He knew of the atrocities against Jews in Germany, when his Jewish parents were deported from Germany to Poland he took drastic measures. In an effort to draw the world's attention to what was happening to the Jews in Germany, Grynszpan shot and killed Ernst von Rath, the Third Secretary of the German Embassy in Paris.2 
After hearing the news of von Rath's death, Nazi Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels delivered a speech urging Germans to take action. The Jews would pay for von Rath's assassination. On November 9, 1938, Nazi storm troopers vandalized Jewish businesses, breaking store front windows and setting businesses, homes and synagogues on fire. Fire departments were called, not to put out fires, but to protect German property. By the end of the night, the Nazi attack on the Jewish community destroyed 7,000 businesses, set fire to more than 900 synagogues, killed 91 and deported 30,000 Jewish men to concentration camps.2 This would become known as Kristallnacht or night of broken glass. 

After Kristallnacht, the Nazis tightened their grip on the Jews. It was declared that no Jewish business could reopen unless it was managed by non-Jews. Jewish children were banned from attending school. The Nazis issued a decree that restricted Jews from selling goods and services, basically making it impossible for them to support their families. As a final insult, Nazi Germany declared the Jewish people responsible for Kristallnacht resulting in no insurance to help them rebuild or replace what was lost. The Jewish community was then punished with a one-billion mark fine, supposedly for the death of von Rath.2
After Kristallnacht, the Jewish population was ordered to wear an identification badge; this ostracized the Jewish community. The badge was the Star of David, which had to be worn on the outside of their clothing and visible at all times. This helped the Nazis identify Jews, who they would harass, torture and murder in the streets. Jews were not the only people given badges. As the war continued the Nazis forced criminals, political prisoners, Gypsies, homosexuals, and Jehovah's Witnesses to wear identifying badges as well.9
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	Nazi Party Election Results 

	Date
	Votes
	Percentage of Votes
	Seats in Reichstag
	Background

	May 1924
	1,918,300
	6.5
	32
	Hitler in prison

	December 1924
	907,300
	3.0
	14
	Hitler is released from prison

	May 1928
	810,100
	2.6
	12
	

	September 1930
	6,409,600
	18.3
	107
	After the financial crisis

	July 1932
	13,745,800
	37.4
	230
	After Hitler was candidate for presidency

	November 1932
	11,737,000
	33.1
	196
	

	March 1933
	17,277,000
	43.9
	288
	During Hitler's term as Chancellor of Germany


Reichstag = German Parliament

DOCUMENT 4
Guernica is a painting by Pablo Picasso. It was created in response to the bombing of Guernica, a Basque Country village in northern Spain by German and Italian warplanes at the behest of the Spanish Nationalist forces, on 26 April 1937, during the Spanish Civil War. The Spanish Republican government commissioned Picasso to create a large mural for the Spanish display at the Paris International Exposition at the 1937 World's Fair in Paris.

Guernica shows the tragedies of war and the suffering it inflicts upon individuals, particularly innocent civilians. This work has gained a monumental status, becoming a perpetual reminder of the tragedies of war, an anti-war symbol, and an embodiment of peace. On completion Guernica was displayed around the world in a brief tour, becoming famous and widely acclaimed. This tour helped bring the Spanish Civil War to the world's attention.
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DOCUMENT 5

Culture:  Degenerate Art, Books, Music

1938 Degenerate Art Show

Degenerate art is the English translation of the German entartete Kunst, a term adopted by the Nazi regime in Germany to describe virtually all modern art. Such art was banned on the grounds that it was un-German or Jewish Bolshevist in nature, and those identified as degenerate artists were subjected to sanctions. These included being dismissed from teaching positions, being forbidden to exhibit or to sell their art, and in some cases being forbidden to produce art entirely.

Degenerate Art was also the title of an exhibition, mounted by the Nazis in Munich in 1937, consisting of modernist artworks chaotically hung and accompanied by text labels deriding the art. Designed to inflame public opinion against modernism, the exhibition subsequently traveled to several other cities in Germany and Austria.

While modern styles of art were prohibited, the Nazis promoted paintings and sculptures that were traditional in manner and that exalted the "blood and soil" values of racial purity, militarism, and obedience. Similarly, music was expected to be tonal and free of any jazz influences; films and plays were censored.

A large amount of 'degenerate art' by Picasso, Dalí, Ernst, Klee, Léger and Miró was destroyed in a bonfire on the night of July 27, 1942 in the gardens of the Galerie nationale du Jeu de Paume in Paris.
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